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Land and environmental defenders risk their lives advocating for their
communities’ rights against destructive industries. Often, they serve
as the planet’s last line of defence, sounding the alarm about
existential threats to humanity.

Their efforts frequently expose them to dangers to their safety and
wellbeing. Every year, Global Witness documents these harms. In our
2024 report, we found that 196 people were murdered for defending

their land and homes. Many more were abducted, criminalised and
silenced by threats.

Defenders often rely on digital platforms to organise, share
information and campaign. In recent years, these online spaces have
become many defenders’ main channels for communication with key
audiences, and are frequently relied upon for community organising.
However, we now know that they suffer significant harms in these
online spaces, from trolling, to doxxing, to cyberattacks.

Global Witness conducted a global survey — the first of its kind - to
understand defenders’ experiences online. We found that online abuse
is very common among defenders who responded to the survey, and
frequently translates into offline harm, including harassment,
violence and arrests.

This not only hurts defenders’ wellbeing but also has a chilling effect
on the climate movement, with many defenders reporting a loss of

productivity and even retreating from their activism due to the abuse.

Our survey shows the challenges defenders face on social media.


https://globalwitness.org/en/campaigns/land-and-environmental-defenders/missing-voices/
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An Indigenous activist photographs another Indigenous community member after a protest march for Indigenous land rights in

Brazil. Land and environmental defenders often rely on digital platforms to spread awareness about their campaigns. Mario Tama /
Getty Images

The situation is so dire that 91% of the defenders who responded to our
survey said that they believe digital platforms should do more to keep
them and their communities safe.

It doesn’t need to be this way. Social media companies’ business
models prioritise profit over user safety. They can and must do more to
help protect these individuals by properly investing in algorithmic
transparency, content moderation and safety and integrity resourcing.

Improving these measures will not only keep defenders safe online but
will also benefit all users everywhere.
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An Indigenous person documents the Acampamento Terra Livre (Free Land Camp) on a smartphone in Brasilia, Brazil. Cicero
Pedrosa Neto / Global Witness
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A note on sampling: surveying land and environmental defenders

Land and environmental defenders are a difficult group to reach en
masse. Many such individuals have very real and immediate security
concerns that require them to be highly careful about how they discuss
their activism. No professional survey company has a panel of defenders
available for polling. We therefore had to manually contact defenders’
organisations by a variety of means and do our best to ensure that we
had as many people as possible from as many different places respond to
our survey. We acknowledge that our survey sample is therefore not
representative of all defenders and, given the nature of the survey, we
have not sought to verify the accuracy of their statements. This report is
the first of its kind focusing specifically on the digital threats faced by
land and environmental defenders, and the role that social media
platforms play in this. We have built on our existing networks to reach
hundreds of defenders globally.
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Widespread online attacks

Many land and environmental defenders experience abuse

92% of the land and environmental defenders who responded to our survey say that they have
experienced some form of online abuse or harassment as a result of their work.

The online harms that these defenders report being subjected to range from public attacks on
social media, to doxxing, to cyberattacks.

Doxxing

Doxxing (short for dropping docs) is the act of publicly revealing someone’s private or
personally identifiable information without their consent, typically with malicious intent. This
information can include real names, addresses, phone numbers, workplace details, financial
information and even family members’ details.

Doxxing can be used as a form of harassment and intimidation of defenders, and it can lead to
serious consequences like stalking, identity theft, swatting (making a false emergency call to
send police to someone’s home) or physical harm. It is generally considered unethical and is
illegal in many jurisdictions.

Cyberattacks

Cyberattacks are malicious attempts to disrupt, damage, or gain unauthorised access to
computer systems, networks, or data. These attacks can take many forms, including:

» Phishing (tricking someone into giving up sensitive information)
« Malware (malicious software like viruses or spyware)

» Hacking and data breaches (gaining unauthorised access to steal, alter or destroy information)
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The vast majority of defenders surveyed have experienced online attacks

Q: How often have you experienced online abuse and harassment that you believe is a result of you actively
protecting your home, the environment and/or the climate?

B Veryoften | Often = Sometimes [MNotveryoften [l Never [ Prefer notto say

Attacks on organisations you are affiliated with 19% 20% 20% 20%

((D)iz'nalllgecta;t’acks on your identity, your work or your 20% 5% 18% 1%
Online threats being made against and to you 10% WA 23% 22% 25%
Doxxing 1% 14% 17% 16% 39%

Cyber security attacks (00788 14% 17% 20% 35%

Images of you being shared without your consent  REFZE 13% 25% 18% 32%

S;li;:; forms of abuse and harassment that occurs 5% KPS 36% 16% 049,

Source: Survey conducted by Survation for Global Witness, November 2024 to March 2025. 204 people responded to this question.

The impact of this abuse is significant, with high numbers of defenders reporting feelings of
fear and anxiety for themselves and their communities. Almost two-thirds of the defenders who
responded to our question on the impact of the abuse they suffered say that they have feared for
their safety and almost half report a loss of productivity.

This means that there is a real risk that this online abuse is impacting defenders’ campaigning,
which impedes progress on climate action and solutions.
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Online harassment and abuse is making it harder for defenders to
do their work

Q: Have you experienced any of the following due to the online abuse and
harassment you have experienced when actively protecting your home, the
environment and/or the climate?

Fear for ereonal safty

roar for the safety of your family and
community .

Nightmares, insomnia and/or other
sleep issues .

Famiy or social probleme
Physical illness due to stress

Other mental health related illnesses

New or renewed issues with substance . a9
0
abuse

Prefer not to say - 4%

Source: Survey conducted by Survation for Global Witness, November 2024 to March 2025. 139 people
responded to this question.

Something clearly needs to change, and the platforms on which a lot of this abuse occurs must
bear some of the responsibility.

When we dig a little deeper into the data from the survey responses, some disturbing trends
emerge.
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Activists from Extinction Rebellion march through Berlin dressed as billionaires, including Big Tech CEOs Elon Musk and Mark

Zuckerberg. Sean Gallup / Getty Images

A Facebook problem
Defenders say they receive abuse on Facebook more than any other
platform

Globally, Facebook is the platform that the highest number of defenders say they have suffered
abuse on. The next most cited platforms for abuse are X and WhatsApp. Instagram is the fourth
most common platform on which abuse has occurred.

Facebook, WhatsApp and Instagram are all owned by Meta.

10
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Meta owns three out of four of the platforms most cited by
defenders as places they have experienced online abuse

Q: On which of the following digital platforms, if any, have you experienced this online
abuse and harassment?

Facebook 62%

X (Twitter) 37%

WhatsApp 36%

Instagram 26%

TikTok 12%

YouTube 10%

LinkedIn 9%

None of these 6%
Telegram
Snapchat
Other 9%

Prefer not to say / can't recall . 3%

Source: Survey conducted by Survation for Global Witness, November 2024 to March 2025. 175 people
responded to this question.

These results may in part reflect the popularity of Facebook overall as a platform (it has over 3
billion monthly active users, making it the largest social networking site globally).

Nevertheless, our survey has revealed that 82% of defenders who say they have suffered abuse
online say that they have been abused on at least one of Meta’s three platforms.

Based on this data, Meta therefore holds a huge amount of responsibility when it comes to
finding ways to address online harms to defenders.

The results shift slightly when comparing responses from different regions. For example,
among defenders in Europe almost the same number reported experiencing abuse on X as on
Facebook.

According to this survey, X therefore also holds a level of responsibility when it comes to
addressing online harms to defenders.

We set out below a selection of first-hand accounts of defenders who agreed to speak with us
after completing our survey. These accounts reflect the defenders’ personal experience and are
given in the defenders’ own words.

1
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CASE STUDY: FANG, DENMARK
“I have been a member of different climate activist groups in Denmark for the past five years. I

have managed social media, logistics and outreach for Extinction Rebellion. As part of this, I
often managed the live-streams that we did during our protests. This means I monitored the
chat during the live stream on our Facebook page and answer questions.

“On more than one occasion, people have sent threats to us during these live-streams. Some of
them were so concerning I took a screenshot so I could report them. They have said things like,
‘If I were there, I would run you over with my car’ or “This is why I have a shotgun.’

Kommentarer

Bare haeld benzin pa dem sa skal
de nok flytte sig &

| kan jo prove og stilke jer foran min bil nér jeg skal noget
"

dem 53 ska

™

® Extincti

Kaeft de skulle have et
nakkeskud

Kommentarer

Derfor o

har jeg kebt en luftpistol

1:42
| Jylland tar vi skader ned
fra treeerne med

Tt ' agtgever 4A A A @Ds

sked

Real comments made on Fang’s Facebook livestreams including “Just pour gasoline on them and they'll move”, “You can try to stalk

yourselves in front of my car when | have something to do”, “Shut up, they should have a neck shot”, “That's why | bought an air gun”,
“In Jutland [a part of Denmark], we take magpies down from the trees with a hunting rifle [activists had climbed tripods during this

action]”.

“I reported these threats to Facebook, who said they would investigate, but nothing seems to
have happened.

“These online attacks make me feel scared and angry. I find it so hard to understand that people
can’t see that we are trying to help. I think to myself - we don’t gain anything from this,
personally. We're doing this to help people and the planet. It makes me feel disillusioned.

“Facebook should stop people from sending these types of threats, but right now it seems like
they are going the other way. It looks like now people are pretty much free to say anything to us,
even death threats.”

12
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Laying the groundwork for offline harm

Online abuse leads to offline attacks

Another trend we can see in our survey results and follow-up interviews with defenders is that
defenders who report being subjected to abuse online also report being attacked in the real
world. These attacks include attacks on friends and family and physical violence.

Defenders are suffering real world harm

Q: Please say whether you have experienced any of the following harms offline due to
you actively protecting your home, the environment and/or the climate.

Offline threats of physical violence
Offline threats of criminalisation
Criminalisation
Offline threats to family, friends and/or

coworkers

Offline threats to job security

Job loss

Physical violence

Attacks on family, friends and/or

soworkers

Offline death threats

The need to flee your home

Offline threats to your home

Attacks on your home

Offline threats of sexual violence

3%
Prefer not to say 23%

Sexual violence

Source: Survey conducted by Survation for Global Witness, November 2024 to March 2025.148 people
responded to this question.

And 75% of the respondents to our survey who say they have experienced offline harm due to
them protecting their home, environment and/or climate believe that the online harm
“directly” or “somewhat” contributed to the offline harm.
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Three-quarters of defenders say that they believe the online harm
they suffered contributed to the offline harm they suffered

Q: Thinking about your answer to the previous question [on your experience of offline

harm], which of the following is closest to your view?

Prefer not to say
(10%)

| feel that the online

abuse and
| feel that the online harassment |
abuse and experienced did
harassment| not contribute to
experienced the offline harm |
directly suffered (15%)
contributed to the | feel that the online
offline harm| abuse and
suffered (40%) harassment |
experienced
somewhat
contributed to the
offline harm |
suffered (35%)

Source: Survey conducted by Survation for Global Witness, November 2024 to March 2025. 109 people
responded to this question.

The proportion of defenders who feel this is even higher when we look just at the data from
certain regions. 84% of defenders across Africa, Latin America and Asia who have reported
experiencing offline harm due to them protecting their home, environment and/or climate say
that they believe the online harm either “directly” or “somewhat” contributed to the offline
harm.

Most of the interviews that we conducted also speak to this issue, with multiple defenders
noting that they believe attackers use the online space to attempt to shame defenders and
undermine their credibility, before launching attacks in the physical world.

14
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CASE STUDY: SHARANYA, INDIA

Sharanya, 2025. Jonas Kako / Panos Pictures

“I have been working with NGOs in the Odisha region of India for more than 20 years. This
region is very rich in bauxite, so there are many mining projects there that have been forcefully
pushed by the government sometimes using military power. Along with a few others, I have
stood alongside Indigenous communities who oppose these mining projects. These
communities are fighting for their land rights, against evictions, and against harassment by the
police.

“This resistance has been met by violence. We use social media to document this violence as
well as the environmental destruction these projects cause. For example, we have posted videos
on our Facebook page showing the beating of protesters, and videos showing how mining
companies are releasing their wastewaters into rivers which local communities are using.

15
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Bulldozers operating on a bauxite mine in India’s Odisha district. IndiaPicture / Alamy Stock Photo

“We have been attacked online and offline for doing this. For example, when we helped stage a
protest against one mining project, people took our photos and circulated them on WhatsApp,
accusing us of brainwashing Indigenous communities and identifying our personal
information like our home addresses. After these online attacks, the police showed up at our
door and accused us of being criminals and served us trespassing notices.

“Also, if we post news online on Facebook, bots and trolls will come to our page and abuse us,
saying things like, ‘You are outsiders, you are taking money, you are paid agents of the
corporates.’ They accuse us of racist things, like wanting to keep Indigenous people in the
forest, wearing nothing but their underwear. They say we should be arrested. They have also
attacked my family — accusing my father and sister of serious crimes they have not committed.
They said my father had molested an employee, and my sister had siphoned off money - none
of it is true. It’s always the same names, the same people commenting, as soon as we make a
post.

“I have reported some of these attacks to Facebook. I recall getting a very vague response,
something like, ‘We are looking into your complaint’, and nothing happened after that.

“We ran one campaign targeting a mining company who were claiming they were helping the
local community by sending Indigenous children to a private school for ‘free’ on the condition
that their families did not attend any anti-mining protests. After this, we were trolled on
Facebook for almost a year. We were accused online of being left -wing extremists, and our
accusers eventually filed police complaints against us. They lied and said we had gone to the

16
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houses of the families who were sending their children to the school and threatened them with
a gun, saying, ‘We will kill you.” We have given evidence to show this is not true, but these cases
are still open, years later.

“l think there is a relationship between what’s happening online and
offline. Attackers use the online space as a means of defamation, of
naming and shaming, and then use the offline space to physically
threaten us”

SHARANYA

“Other friends and colleagues have been treated even worse — they have been hounded out of
the region. They have been threatened with rape and told they will be thrown in jail if they do
not leave immediately.

“I think there is a relationship between what’s happening online and offline. Attackers use the
online space as a means of defamation, of naming and shaming, and then use the offline space
to physically threaten us and scare us, putting us under surveillance, throwing stones at our
houses. They’re trying to silence us. These are tactics and strategies that they use to try to
malign us, to break us, and put fear into us.

“This can really get to us. This can really scare us. But for the time being, we know that we are a
group. We will stand by each other.”

17
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Platforms failing to act

Defenders say that platforms don’t respond effectively to complaints

e : Reports about others

e displaying hatw You anonymously reported comment for harassment

Reports about others
You anonymously reported comment for displaying hate

You anonymously reported comment for harassment speech

You anonyn support message harassment

speech

Tuesd

You anonyn We couldn't review your report

There was a technical issue with the system we use to track reports, and we nment for harassment
couldn’t review the report you submitted on Tue Jul 26, 2022 8:45pm.
N e, You can try submitting the report again.

nment for displuying hatw
speech RN

You anonymously re
sported comment for harassment
You anonymously reported comment for harassment
Reports about others Mar 1, 20
Reports about others

You anonymously reported comement for harassment

Reports about others

You anonymously reported comment for harassment

You anonymously reported comment for harassment

Reproduced real report made by a defender on Facebook and a platform response

Our survey found that only 12%! of the defenders who reported their abuse and harassment to
platforms are satisfied with the response that they received from those platforms.

Almost three-quarters of the defenders say that they have reported the abuse and harassment.

Of those, two-thirds say the relevant platforms have responded to some degree.

18
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Most of the defenders who reported harms to platforms are
unsatisfied with the responses they were given

Q: If you received a response from the platform(s), how satisfied were you generally
with their response?

M Very satisfied [l Satisfied = Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied | Not very satisfied

B Not satisfied at all

Satisfied

1%
Not satisfied at all

26%

Neither satisfied
nor dissatisfied
17%

Not very satisfied
45%

Source: Survey conducted by Survation for Global Witness, November 2024 to March 2025. 65 people
responded to this question.

In addition, it appears that digital platforms may be prioritising their resources towards
protecting defenders in some regions over others.

The rate at which defenders have reported the harms they suffered to platforms is fairly even
between different global regions.

But when we ask defenders who have made reports to the platforms how often they got
responses, 18 out of 25 European respondents (72%) say that they have received at least some
kind of response.

Meanwhile, only nine out of 18 African respondents (50%) say the same.

19
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This apparent disparity in moderation resourcing echoes Global Witness's previous findings,
such as our investigations that showed that Facebook is extremely poor at detecting hate
speech in Ethiopia, Kenya, South Africa and Myanmar.

This is especially concerning when we consider the nature of the threats and their impacts.
Defenders in Africa and Asia report fears for personal safety at a higher rate than in other
regions, and defenders in Africa report high rates of threats of physical violence and death
threats.

CASE STUDY: WAROM, CONGO BASIN
“For almost three years I have been working with environmental defenders in the Congolese

basin to help defend Indigenous land rights and enforce environmental protections. I work as
the climate and environmental communications officer in a local NGO, supporting activists
who are on the frontline. I also work at a radio station with some journalists where we raise
awareness of local environmental and human rights issues. Right now, we are campaigning
against illegal deforestation in our area, and we are raising awareness about the situation
surrounding the East Africa crude oil pipeline, which is a project that will affect many villages
and Indigenous communities in Tanzania and Uganda.

“As part of our work, we sometimes document and expose abuses related to land grabbing and
resource exploitation. Already we have seen that Indigenous lands have been grabbed, and
communities have been displaced and evicted, without proper consent or compensation. As a
result, we believe we have been subjected to surveillance, which has included phone tapping,
monitoring of our online communications, and other kinds of digital spying. We think that this
surveillance has been carried out by a combination of state actors and private companies.

“In addition, digital platforms have been used to spread disinformation about us. We have been
falsely accused of being terrorists, and of having taken illegal payments by foreign
organisations in return for our work. Our attackers use many different platforms to spread these
lies — sometimes they use WhatsApp, other times they use YouTube, other times they text us
directly or speak about us on the radio.

“They issued threats on Twitter and on WhatsApp - telling me they
were planning to kill me and two of my colleagues. They said they
would beat us if we showed up in the community, and that they would
take us to court and criminalise us”

WAROM

“Let me give you some examples. In 2022, there was a group of people who decided they wanted
to ban our radio station because we were spreading information to help local communities hold
on to their land title. They spread lies — saying we wanted to grab the land for ourselves. They
issued threats on Twitter and on WhatsApp - telling me they were planning to kill me and two
of my colleagues. They said they would beat us if we showed up in the community, and that

20
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they would take us to court and criminalise us. It was terrible because my wife could not even
buy things from the market without me checking from whom she was buying.

“And in 2023, someone hacked into my WhatsApp account and used it to spread
disinformation. They pretended that they were me and they said awful things, which started to
turn the community against me. This was so bad, and I needed to see a psychologist to help me
get through this time.

“We have reported some of the threats to the platforms. Sometimes we have had a good
response — WhatsApp helped when I reported the hacking and helped me get my account back.
Other times, we have not had a response.

“This online harassment has had a significant effect on us. It has discouraged us at times and
has made us feel unsafe. Our work feels very dangerous, and we have feared for our lives.”

A woman walks past an oil facility in Buliisa, one of the most dangerous places to be a land and environment defender in Uganda.
Jjumba Martin / Global Witness

21
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Dangerous business model

Social media platforms’ business model believed to exacerbate harm

Another theme that has emerged from our survey results is that defenders believe that the
business models adopted by digital platforms are contributing to the harm caused to them.

Almost two-thirds of the defenders who report experiencing online abuse and harassment say
they believe there are aspects of digital platforms that have exacerbated the abuse and
harassment they suffered.

When asked to give more detail as to how this happens in practice, defenders who responded to
our survey highlight the polarising nature of the algorithms employed by digital platforms, the
lack of resourcing that platforms allocate towards moderation and complaints, the fact that
many platforms allow trolls and bots to operate, and the monetisation techniques some
platforms offer users.

Polarisation

Social media companies use algorithms that can reinforce biases and reaffirm beliefs to keep
users engaged and maximise time on the platform. This can create echo chambers, deepen
divisions and fuel extremism.

It can also lead to the spread of disinformation, increased hostility towards marginalised groups
and even incitement to violence.

In their responses to our survey, defenders have said:
» “Polarising algorithms drive engagement.”

e “The platforms only push content that polarises.”

e “Outrage drives engagement.”

« “Hateful comments get more traction.”

o “[The algorithm] is divisive.”

Lack of resourcing

When digital platforms fail to properly resource their safety and integrity teams, harmful
content — such as hate speech, climate denial and death threats — goes unaddressed. This makes
it difficult for defenders to operate safely online, exposing them to harassment, silencing their
voices and putting their lives at risk.?

22
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Despite this, key platforms have taken the decision recently to scale down, rather than scale up,
their moderation teams, with (for example) Meta announcing in early 2025 that it is ending its
professional fact-checking programme in the US.

In their survey responses, defenders have also claimed that, in some instances:
» “Facebook does not censor attacks even after complaints.”
+ “No action is taken against harassment.”

* “lt’s been more than three years since we gave notice and the messages keep appearing.”

Bots and trolls

Bots (automated accounts) and trolls (users who deliberately provoke and harass others) can be
weaponised to spread disinformation, amplify hate speech and target defenders with
harassment campaigns. This can lead to reputational damage, emotional distress and even real-
world threats.

Defenders who responded to our survey also report that some bots and trolls operate behind
anonymous profiles, allowing them to harass with impunity.

While most digital platforms have policies prohibiting inauthentic accounts and spam, they
sometimes fail to effectively enforce these policies, giving abusers license to escalate harms
unchecked.?

In responses to our survey, defenders have asserted that:

* “Troll farms are rampant. Pages with big followings are bought and used by troll farms to reach even

bigger audiences.”

* “The ability of people to remain anonymous is a problem, as is the ability of people to duplicate
accounts.”

+ “Anonymity is a problem.”

« “The platforms make it easy for trolls to pollute discussions about science and climate change.”

« “Anonymous accounts promote abuse online without any censorship from the service providers.”

« ‘“ltistoo easy to create anonymous accounts on digital platforms that foster harassment and hate.”

e “The algorithm promotes ‘activity’, whether these are electronic bots or human beings. Anonymity is,
of course, another factor since it prevents people from taking legal action.”.

23
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Monetisation

Some digital platforms allow users to make money from content through ads, sponsorships and
donations. This system can be exploited to fund and incentivise attacks on defenders, such as
when influencers or advertisers profit from spreading hate or disinformation.

It could also discourage platforms from taking action against harmful content if it is generating
revenue.*

One defender from Colombia told us: “They deliberately invested in sponsored content to
ensure that their false narrative reached as many people as possible, manipulating public
perception and trying to destroy our reputation.

“This wasn’t just an organic post; it was a calculated smear campaign, using paid promotion to
amplify lies and make them seem credible. They used social media as a weapon, ensuring their
defamation was seen by thousands, all while pretending to be on the side of conservation.

“This kind of attack is not only unethical but also exposes the real intentions behind their
actions: to discredit us and justify their attempt to take over our land.”

Many of the interviews with defenders conducted for this report also speak to the issues of
polarisation, resourcing, bots and trolls.

24
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CASE STUDY: JORG, GERMANY

Jorg, 2022. Johanna Lohr / Global Witness

“I am a priest with the Society of Jesus, also known as the Jesuits. For years I tried to help
advocate for climate solutions, but I experienced so much abuse on social media that
temporarily stopped my online activism.

“I became involved in climate action back in 2021, when a group of activists went on hunger
strike ahead of an election to raise awareness of the impact of climate change on younger
generations. I then became involved in the German climate movement that draws attention to
food wastage by deliberately stealing food out of the dustbin, distributing it publicly, and
calling for the police to arrest the thief (who was, of course, me). In certain justified situations,
with good reasons or narratives, I also supported some young activists who were blocking roads
in Germany to symbolise the disruption climate change is causing. Eventually I ended up with
10 legal cases against me because of this activism, and these cases were often featured heavily
in the media.

25



Global Witness July 2025 Toxic Platforms, Broken Planet

Jorg on 28 October 2022 with activists from the groups Scientists Rebellion, Extinction Rebellion and Last Generation blocking the

KarlsstraBe in Munich to draw attention to climate policy grievances. Sipa US / Alamy Stock Photo

“It was after this that the abuse on social media started. I was on Facebook, Instagram,
Mastodon and Twitter (as it was then known) at the time, but I was not very active. After these
media reports happened, my profile on social media grew. My follower count on X (formerly
known as Twitter) went up from 500 to 13,000 immediately, and ever since it has sat around
that level. I also joined TikTok because the younger activists asked me to do so — since TikTok is
most heavily influenced by populist and extremist propaganda in support of the AfD,
Germany’s most right-leaning party, and the younger activists wanted to organise a counter-
public narrative. For me, the discourse on Facebook, Instagram and Mastodon has been quite
civilised. But on X and TikTok, it has been terrible.
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Jorg, 2022. Johanna Lohr / Global Witness

“Lots of fake-looking accounts on X and TikTok have accused me of the worst things — from
doubting my intelligence and my sincerity, to suggesting that because I'm a Catholic priest, I
am only supporting these young climate activists for some degenerate sexual reason. They have
even threatened to beat me and kill me. I have also had anonymous messages that say things
like, ‘Next time I see you on the road, I’'m using my car to run over you.’

“I reported some of these threats to the platforms, but they just said things like, ‘We are
investigating, why don’t you block them?’ I occasionally do block and mute these accounts, but
it does not fix the problem. I have not gone to the police, because what can they really do? These
accounts are all fake or anonymous. Anonymous threats also make it difficult to report them to
the police. Given the absence of any evidence of who is behind fake accounts, it is also near to
impossible for the police to investigate such offences. They file a complaint and immediately
close the file.

“Most other activists I stand alongside have received similar threats, and they continue without
allowing themselves to be intimidated. I tried to do the same for years. But in 2023 it became
too much for me. I could not afford all the legal fees, and I also did not want to live in fear
anymore. So I had to pause my activism. Insults continue, however, since I am still featured in
the media for legal prosecution or, recently, for going to prison.
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Real comments made on X responding to Jorg’s post about going to jail for his climate activism. In response, the comments say: “The
profiteers of climate propaganda belong in jail!”, “l would suggest alternative punishments. Torture, for example - being exposed to
the sun for hours without eating or drinking, like the people behind your blockade.”

“I think social media is a big part of the problem. It's so easy to be hateful on there. I bet if the
people who are threatening to kill me on social media met me tomorrow in the street, we would
have a civilised conversation, because we would look in each other’s eyes. But if you just look in
your computer screen and you feel powerful or angry, then things happen online which in
normal life would not happen.

“At the same time, it’s clear that this kind of hatred on social media also lowers the threshold of
evil things in public. So sometimes I'm afraid that I will actually be beaten up one day.

“They have even threatened to beat me and kill me. | have also had

anonymous messages that say things like, ‘Next time | see you on the

road, I’m using my car to run over you’.

JORG

“I think the platforms should not allow people to have so many different accounts. It opens the
door for everybody to create anonymous accounts and send all this hate. For some activities
there are strict procedures of checking the identity of the user, e.g. for TikTok Live. This should
be extended to all who want to open an account. I think that the situation on social media
would improve dramatically if everyone had verified accounts, and if we knew that we were
dealing with real people using their real identities, and not just a troll or bot or whoever.”
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CASE STUDY: VLAD, ROMANIA

Vlad, 2025. loana Moldovan / Global Witness

“I am an activist who works as part of an NGO that’s fighting for a just energy transition. We are

trying to help end fossi fu!-|
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